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WELCOME

Dear VSL families, students and staff,

As we come to the end of another busy and productive
term at the Victorian School of Languages, | want

to take this opportunity to reflect on the many
achievements and experiences that have made Term 3
so positive across our school.

Our students have continued to demonstrate the
wonderful connection between language, culture,
identity and community. Across the VSL, families

have come together to celebrate significant cultural
occasions, including Indian Independence Day, Onam
and Indonesian Independence Day. These celebrations
provided opportunities for students to use their
languages in meaningful contexts, share traditions and
learn from one another.

Students also engaged enthusiastically in Book Week
and Bullying No Way Week, using their language skills
to explore creativity, kindness, respect, empathy and
inclusion. These activities remind us that language
learning goes far beyond communication—it allows
students to understand themselves, connect with
others and participate confidently in our diverse
community.

Our teachers and administrative staff have worked
hard to strengthen teaching and learning across the
VSL. During our Term 3 Professional Learning Day,
staff focused on the new VSL Assessment Framework,
diagnostic assessment tools, updated lesson planning
aligned with the Victorian Curriculum, and resources
to support our VCE students. This ongoing training
ensures we continue to provide high-quality language
education for every student.

It was particularly pleasing to celebrate the
outstanding achievements of 17 VSL students who
received Premier’s VCE Awards for their exceptional
2025 results. Students were recognised across 13
languages, with Carola Molinari achieving a perfect
study score of 50 in VCE Italian. These milestones
reflect the commitment of our students, the expertise
of our teachers and the vital support of families.

As we look towards Term 4, | extend best wishes to our

Year 12 students entering the final phase of their VCE
language studies. With examinations fast approaching,
the weeks ahead are an important opportunity to
consolidate your learning, seek feedback and make the
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most of every remaining moment to prepare for your
oral and written exams.

Please remember the importance of regular attendance
at VSL. Language learning is cumulative; each lesson
builds on the last, and regular attendance is essential
for building confidence and making steady progress.

If your child is unable to attend, please record the
absence in Compass. Keeping these records up to
date helps us support students effectively and ensures
accurate participation data.

Finally, my sincere thanks go to our teachers, students,
parents and carers for your contributions to the VSL
this term. Together, we ensure that languages thrive
and that our students maintain important connections
to their families, cultures and communities.

| hope everyone enjoys a well-deserved break and
returns refreshed for Term 4.

)

JUDI BENNEY, EXECUTIVE PRINCIPAL
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AREA ACTIVITIES

INDONESIAN
INDEPENDENCE DAY
CELEBRATIONS
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CELEBRATING INDIA'S INDEPENDENCE DAY

ACROSS THE VSL

Students, families and staff across several VSL centres
recently came together to celebrate India’s 80th
Independence Day, marking the occasion through
language, music, cultural performances and activities
that connected students with their heritage.

From Dandenong and Berwick to Caroline Springs and
Glen Waverley, the celebrations provided students

with an opportunity to learn about India’s history and
traditions while sharing their culture with the wider VSL
community.

CELEBRATING CULTURE AND COMMUNITY IN
DANDENONG

At VSL Southeast Dandenong, Hindi and Kannada
students and staff gathered for a special celebration
featuring the Australian and Indian national anthems,
followed by *Vande Mataram®, India’s national song.

Students presented a vibrant cultural program
showcasing Indian music, dance and traditions,
creating a strong sense of community and pride. The
event also provided an opportunity for students to
reflect on the significance of independence and the
importance of celebrating diversity.

Assistant Supervisor and Hindi Coordinator Shally
Khanna spoke about India’s journey to independence
and the importance of unity in diversity, reminding
students that India’s many languages, cultures,
traditions and religions are united by a shared spirit of
community.

The Consul General of India in Melbourne also
extended warm wishes to VSL staff and students,
congratulating the VSL community and wishing them
continued success.

BRINGING FAMILIES TOGETHER IN BERWICK

At VSL Kannada School Berwick, students, parents and
families came together to celebrate the occasion as a
cultural event.

Students enthusiastically participated in a range of
activities and performances, creating a memorable
celebration of Indian culture and heritage. The event
was also an opportunity for families to share their
traditions with the wider VSL community and celebrate
the important role that language plays in maintaining
cultural connections across generations.
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LEARNING THROUGH CREATIVITY AT CAROLINE
SPRINGS

At VSL Caroline Springs, Punjabi students marked
Independence Day through a creative classroom
activity.

Students were introduced to the history and
significance of India’s Independence Day before
making their own Indian flags. They also wrote
wmetfeer” (Azadi Diwas, meaning Independence Day) in
Punjabi on their flags.

The hands-on activity gave students an engaging way
to learn about an important moment in Indian history
while developing their Punjabi language skills and
expressing their creativity.

A CELEBRATION OF LANGUAGE, HISTORY AND
HERITAGE AT GLEN WAVERLEY

VSL Glen Waverley held a particularly special
celebration involving Kannada and Telugu students and
their families, with around 80 children and their families
taking part.

Students spoke about Indian independence and the
freedom fighters they had learned about, with older
Kannada students presenting on important events
from India’s independence movement. The program
highlighted the students’ growing confidence in using
their mother tongues to explore history and express
their ideas.
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The celebration also featured patriotic songs, the
hoisting of the Indian flag, and the Australian and
Indian national anthems.

A special part of the event was the official handover
of books donated by the Rotary Club for the VSL
Telugu library. The books were prepared with the help
of Telugu families, who assisted with laminating and
labelling them, demonstrating the strong community
support behind the school.

Area Manager Kevin Ryan also spoke to students

and families about the importance of learning and
maintaining their mother tongue and encouraged
families to continue their language learning journey at
the VSL.

The celebration concluded with a vote of thanks,
as well as sweets, chocolates, fruit and treats for
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the children. The success of the event reflected the
enthusiastic contribution of students, families, teachers
and community members.

CELEBRATING LANGUAGE AND IDENTITY AT VSL

Across our centres, the celebrations demonstrated the
many ways VSL students connect language learning
with culture, history and identity.

Whether through music and dance, classroom
activities, sharing stories of freedom fighters or simply
coming together as families, these events provided
students with meaningful opportunities to celebrate
their heritage while being part of the diverse VSL
community.
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CELEBRATING ONAM
ACROSS THE VSL

Across the VSL, Malayalam students recently
celebrated Onam, the vibrant harvest festival of Kerala,
through traditional decorations, cultural performances,
games, food and activities that brought students and
teachers together.

Celebrated by Malayalis in Kerala and around the world,
Onam is a time of community, joy and togetherness.
The festival is also associated with the legendary King
Mahabali and his annual homecoming to Kerala.

While celebrations took place at a number of VSL
centres, students at Hampton Park, Werribee and
Epping shared some wonderful examples of how the
festival was celebrated through language, culture and
community.

COLOUR AND CULTURE AT HAMPTON PARK

At VSL Hampton Park, Malayalam students and
teachers celebrated Onam with great enthusiasm,
creating a colourful Pookalam, a traditional floral
decoration made as part of the festival.

The celebration also included songs, dances and
traditional activities, with students taking partin a
range of Onam games. There was plenty of laughter
and excitement as students enjoyed the opportunity to
celebrate together and learn more about this important
part of Kerala’s cultural heritage.

As the celebration coincided with India’s Independence
Day on 15 August, students also took part in activities
and performances recognising this significant
occasion.

CREATIVITY AND TOGETHERNESS AT WERRIBEE

The Werribee Malayalam class marked Onam with
students dressed in traditional attire, bringing flowers
and snacks to share.

Working together in groups, students created colourful
floral arrangements before enthusiastically taking part
in games including pass the parcel and sweet picking.
Students also celebrated in style with a best-dressed
competition, with prizes awarded to a boy and girl from
each class.

A visit from a Telugu class added another special
dimension to the celebration, giving students the
opportunity to share the story and traditions of Onam
with students from another VSL language program.
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The celebration concluded with everyone enjoying the
delicious snacks brought along by the students — a
fitting way to finish an event centred on sharing and
togetherness.

A CELEBRATION OF HERITAGE AT EPPING

At VSL Epping, the Malayalam faculty celebrated
Onam with a traditional Athapoo, a colourful floral
arrangement, alongside a vibrant cultural program.

Students and teachers dressed in traditional clothing,
adding colour and energy to the celebration. The
program included songs, dances and the story of
Onam, giving students an opportunity to connect with
the traditions and history of their cultural heritage.

The celebration was also a wonderful example of the
wider Malayali community coming together at VSL to
share and celebrate an important cultural tradition.

CELEBRATING CULTURE ACROSS VSL

From colourful floral decorations and traditional

dress to music, dance, games and shared food, Onam
celebrations across VSL provided students with
opportunities to connect with their language and
cultural heritage while building friendships and a sense
of community.
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These celebrations are an important part of the VSL With Onam celebrations taking place at centres
experience, allowing students to share their traditions across VSL, we look forward to seeing more of the
with others and helping to keep language and culture wonderful ways our students and communities
alive for the next generation. celebrate their culture throughout the year.
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INDONESIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY
CELEBRATIONS

On Saturday 15 August, students learning Indonesian
in Years 7-10 enjoyed a range of cultural activities and
food as part of the 81st anniversary of Indonesia’s
Independence.

We began by watching the official flag-raising
ceremony online and singing the national anthem,
before moving on to traditional cultural games such
as lomba makan krupuk (cracker-eating competition),
balap sendok kelereng (spoon and marble race) and
congklak.

The morning finished with a traditional Indonesian
lunch box featuring rice with either beef rendang or
chicken, along with a selection of other Indonesian
snacks.

Students always look forward to this event at VSL. It is
a wonderful opportunity to combine language learning
with cultural experiences, helping students develop a
greater understanding and appreciation of Indonesian
culture and traditions.

CELEBRATING BOOK WEEK
AT VSL DANDENONG

Students from the Kannada faculty at VSL Dandenong
have been getting into the spirit of Book Week with a
range of classroom activities and projects.

As part of the celebrations, students took part in a
Book Week competition, using their creativity and
Kannada language skills to complete projects inspired
by books, stories and reading.

The activities provided a fun and engaging way for
students to explore Kannada language and literature,
while sharing their ideas and creativity with their
classmates.

Congratulations to all the students who participated,
and thank you to our Kannada teachers for bringing
Book Week to life in the classroom!
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SMALL ACTS, BIG IMPACT:
BULLYING NO WAY WEEK AT THE VSL

From 17-21 August, VSL students joined schools across
Australia in recognising Bullying No Way Week, taking
part in activities centred around this year’s theme,
Small Acts, Big Impact.

Across our centres and language classes, students
explored the importance of kindness, respect, empathy
and inclusion — and how even small actions can help
create a safe and supportive environment for everyone.

Our Hindi students at Dandenong created colourful
hand posters featuring words such as respect,
wellbeing and comfort, encouraging students to think
about the importance of respecting and supporting one
another.

At Brentwood Centre, students from the Sinhala Years
1-4 class participated in anti-bullying activities, while
Romanian students at Dandenong explored key words
in Romanian and discussed the difference between
being a bully and being a friend. They then worked
together to create a friendship chain using the positive
words they had learned.

NO Buliymg\
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Students in our Tamil Prep-2 class at Point Cook, with
teacher Thenmozhi Senthilkumar, focused on kindness
and created individual activities that were brought
together as a class poster. Punjabi students at Berwick
also took part in activities and discussions exploring
the messages of Bullying No Way Week.

Across other VSL classes, students discussed how
kindness, respect and empathy can make a difference
and how seemingly small actions can have a big impact
on those around us.

These activities provided a valuable opportunity

for students to explore important messages about
wellbeing and respectful relationships while using and
developing their language skills.

Thank you to all our teachers and students who
participated and helped reinforce an important
message across VSL: everyone has a role to play
in creating a community where people feel safe,
respected and included.

CYBER BULLYING

IS Qm'

PAGE 9



VICTORIAN SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES

VSL AND DONCASTER SECONDARY COLLEGE
WELCOME KOREAN EDUCATORS

The VSL, in collaboration with Doncaster Secondary
College, was delighted to welcome a visiting delegation
from Mokpo High School in South Korea on Thursday,
13 August 2026.

The delegation consisted of the school principal and
10 English and Mathematics teachers, who visited
Australia as part of their professional and educational
exchange program. The visit provided a valuable
opportunity for the Korean educators to learn more
about the Victorian education system, observe school
practices and share ideas and experiences with
Australian educators.

Through the collaboration between the VSL and
Doncaster Secondary College, the visitors were able to
gain insights into teaching and learning approaches,
school organisation and the role of language education
in Victorian schools. The visit also provided an
opportunity for professional dialogue, particularly in the
areas of English and Mathematics education.

The VSL was pleased to support this international
educational exchange and strengthen connections
between Victorian and Korean educators. Such visits
provide a wonderful platform for sharing educational
practices, building professional networks and
developing greater understanding between schools
and education communities in Australia and South
Korea.

The visit was a positive example of how collaboration
between the VSL and mainstream schools can create
meaningful opportunities for international engagement
and professional learning.

KERRY LAW
AREA MANAGER - EAST 1
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STAFF PROFESSIONAL LEARNING DAY

Our second professional learning day of the year was

a busy one for admin staff and teachers alike during
Week 4 of Term 3. The day focused on improving how
we report incidents in Compass to better track student
wellbeing, as well as ensuring greater consistency in
the delivery of our Teaching and Learning Languages
programs.

Foundation to Level 10 teachers participated in a
workshop on the newly approved VSL Assessment
Framework and practised using our diagnostic tools
(assessment tasks) periodically to track student
growth accurately and consistently across languages.
A post-workshop survey showed high levels of teacher
engagement and endorsement of the proposed
process, which will help teachers monitor student
learning and more efficiently target the next steps.

A second session introduced teachers to the new
lesson planning templates, which have been aligned
with the new Victorian Curriculum: Languages and
the new Victorian Teaching and Learning Model. The
template will be trialled this semester and officially
introduced for all F-10 teachers from 2027. A live Q&A
session with our Curriculum & Inclusion Team (CIT)
followed, again receiving high levels of participation.
A resource with Frequently Asked Questions will be
provided to teachers as a result, which will also be a
useful resource for new teachers moving forward.

VCE teachers across the VSL Centres shared resources

with each other for cross-marking and moderation, a

VCAA requirement that supports quality control and
helps ensure our students are as well prepared as
possible for their upcoming external examinations.
They then attended a session on resources provided by
our Distance Education program, which will be made
readily available for teachers to use in Centres. These
are high-quality, well-planned and mostly interactive
resources that will provide valuable support for our
students learning in Centres.

All in all, it was another busy but productive day of
collaboration among staff. Professional learning days
give teachers and admin staff an opportunity to step
away from their usual routines, reflect on their practice
and learn new ways to support and improve student
learning.

VIQUI GRAS, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
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PREMIER’S
VCE AWARDS

The Victorian School of Languages is incredibly proud
to celebrate the achievements of 17 VSL students who
received Premier’s VCE Awards for their outstanding
results in the 2025 VCE.

The awards were presented on 21 July 2026,
recognising some of Victoria’s highest-achieving VCE
students and celebrating their exceptional academic
results.

VSL students received awards across 13 languages:
Arabic, Bosnian, Chin Hakha, Hindi, Hungarian,
Indonesian Second Language, Italian, Japanese
Second Language, Macedonian, Persian, Polish, Punjabi
and Spanish.

Among our recipients was Carola Molinari, who
achieved an outstanding perfect study score of 50 in
VCE ltalian. Carola celebrated her achievement with

Above: Area Manager, Ms Liza Eglezos, with Ahmed Alshurafa;
Aniela Rawdanowicz with her teacher, Ms Kate Skowronska, and
her parents. Right: Italian teacher, Ms Barbara Vincenzi, with Carola
Molinari.
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her teacher, Barbara Vincenzi. Her result reflects her
hard work, dedication and passion for the Italian
language, together with the support and guidance of
her teacher, family and school community.

The success of all 17 students is a remarkable
achievement for VSL and reflects not only the
dedication and perseverance of our students, but also
the expertise and commitment of our teachers and the
ongoing support provided by families throughout their
language learning journey.

Congratulations to all our Premier’s VCE Award
recipients. We are extremely proud of your
achievements and wish you every success in the
future.

THE VSL STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED THE PREMIER’S

AWARDS ARE:

Arabic Sham Abuamro
Arabic Ahmed Alshurafa
Bosnian Lamija Buturovic
Chin Hakha Dawt Tha Bor Cinzah
Chin Hakha Duh Len Cuai
Hindi Shirin Khanna
Hungarian Mate Milias
Indonesian (SL) Mia Widjaya
[talian Carola Molinari
Italian Ruby Pollio
Italian Sam Thompson
Japanese (SL) Erika Eto

Macedonian

Kristijan Stanojoski

Persian Pargol Dolati

Polish Aniela Rawdanowicz
Punjabi Samreen Kaur
Spanish Daniela Tapia-Leal
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MY EXPERIENCE WITH THE VSL

Studying Arabic through the Victorian School of
Languages (VSL) has been an important part of my
educational and personal journey. Balancing Arabic
with my mainstream school studies and the demands
of VCE was challenging at times, but VSL gave me the
opportunity to continue developing a language that

is deeply connected to my Palestinian identity and
heritage.

As a Palestinian student, maintaining my Arabic has
always been especially meaningful to me, as it allows
me to stay connected to my culture, family and roots.

| genuinely enjoyed studying Arabic because it
strengthened not only my language skills, but also my
sense of connection to where | come from.

My teacher, Adel Moussa, played an important
role throughout my journey through his guidance,
encouragement and continuous support.

My experience with VSL taught me the value of
maintaining my language alongside my other studies
and helped me grow in confidence both personally and
academically.

The dedication | put into Arabic, together with

the support | received from Mr Moussa and VSL,
contributed to achieving a study score of 48, the
highest Arabic study score in Victoria, and an ATAR of
94.95, as well as receiving a Premier’s Award.

These achievements made me especially proud
because they reflected years of hard work while
balancing my Arabic studies with my mainstream
education.

ISSUE 03 SEPTEMBER 2026

nier’'s
Awards

Premier’s
VCE Awards

ymier’s
: Awards

| Dapartmars
gnl" of Education

et

| am very grateful to VSL and to Mr Moussa for giving
me the opportunity to continue developing a language
that is such an important part of my Palestinian
identity and for supporting me throughout my
educational journey.

Sham Abuamro
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DISTANCE EDUCATION

You might think that working at VSL Head Office, with
our students out there somewhere in the ether, that
things aren’t at all hectic for the team here. In fact, it’s
quite the contrary — there’s always something going
on! As | sit here at my desk and write, there are a few
things on my mind. Our Year 12 students are completing
their final school assessments in these last few weeks
of Term 3. Many of them are also expected to visit us
in person to take part in a mock oral exam. And this is
just what’s happening to close out the term; many and
varied activities have filled our calendars, hearts and
minds this term.

Last term, we introduced you to our language
assistants, Adriana and Giulia. The commitment of
these two young people, not only to our school, but
also to their language communities has been second
to none. Adriana showed amazing initiative early

this term to invite language assistants from across
Victoria to connect with one another at an event at
VSL in Collingwood. A small group of highly engaged
assistants joined us for an August afternoon, hearing
from current VSL staff about their own experiences as
young people working in Australia, sharing resources
and strategies for teaching languages and making
connections with like-minded people experiencing the
same things. It was a very successful event that will no
doubt be repeated in the future.

VICTORIAN ScHaa
SC
OF L ANGUAGROL
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Our work with the research team from Monash
University has also continued in Term 3. Dr Gary Bonar
and his team conducted a series of workshops with
distance education teachers and other key members of
staff, covering topics including emerging technologies,
accessibility and inclusion, and course structure.
Everyone enjoyed the opportunity to contribute to this
important project, knowing that we were participating
at a critical moment in the life of distance education
languages in Australia.

On behalf of all of the team at VSL Distance Education,
| want to wish all of our Year 12 students the very best
for their coming exams, both oral and written, and
encourage them all to continue their language learning
journey in the next phase of their lives, whether
formally in work and study or informally through travel
and recreation. Have a great break, and we’ll see you in
Term 4!

MIKE ATKINSON, DISTANCE EDUCATION MANAGER

' VICTORIAN SCHOOL
5,.- LANGUAGES
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ANU LANGUAGES IN AUSTRALIA SURVEY

A major language use research project is being
undertaken by the Australian National University (ANU)
in order to get a more accurate picture of the number of
languages spoken in the country and add detail to the
kind of information collected in the 2026 census.

They are seeking any anyone aged 18 years or older Au S_t ra l‘ I a n
who lives in Australia and who speaks a language (or N a‘t I 0 n a l

multiple languages) other than English well enough to . i
have a conversation. Participants are asked to complete U t
a short online survey. n IverSI y

As a major provider of language services in
Australia, we hope you can contribute a few
minutes to add to the nation’s language data.

https://anu.aul.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9KpDI4LiV8BpKBM?fbclid=IwY2xjawUN-
hBxwZG9OmAWV4dG4DYWVIA[EWAGJyaWQRMXQON2tSYUt{WGIFeWF6SGRzcn-
RiBmFwcF9pZBAyMjlwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEee2HgmOvrddib75H39QK5K-
psvMHmMXtc1r-HnHS8PpTpljWijAFL6hY2KqaO0_aem_FCt5aUdgqUbfB0z9da7ciQ

CHILD SAFETY AND WELLBEING AT THE
VSL: INFORMATION FOR FAMILIES AND
THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY

The Victorian School of Languages is committed to If you have any concerns about child safety at any time,
providing an environment where students are safe and please contact your child’s teacher or centre supervisor.
feel safe. Any child safety complaints or concerns are treated

seriously. For more information about our school’s
complaints process, see our Complaints Policy https://
web.vsl.vic.edu.au/policies/ .

Our child safety framework https://web.vsl.vic.edu.au/
policies/ explains how we support and maintain child
safety and wellbeing at the VSL. It includes our:

Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy

We also welcome your ideas on ways we can improve
our approach to child safety and wellbeing. If you have
Child abuse (including grooming) - identification any suggestions or comments, please email us on vsl@
and response, and vsl.vic.edu.au

Child Safety Code of Conduct, which outlines
acceptable and unacceptable behaviours for all
staff and volunteers at our school.

Our students and families are important partners in
providing a child safe environment. These bulletin
reminders are one of the ways we ensure our school
community is aware of:

our commitment to child safety, and

how to provide feedback or raise child safety
concerns.
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SPOTLIGHT ON CHILD SAFETY

Dear parents and carers,

At the VSL, the safety and wellbeing of your children is
our highest priority.

This term we are putting a special spotlight on
Victoria’s 11 Child Safe Standards to help our school
community understand how we support and protect
children and young people.

Below is a quick guide to the Standards and what they
mean for our school community:

1. CULTURALLY SAFE ENVIRONMENTS:

We promote an environment where Aboriginal children
and young people feel safe, respected and valued.

2. LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND CULTURE:

Our school leaders actively promote a strong culture of
child safety across the whole community.

3.CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE ARE
EMPOWERED:

We encourage students to understand their rights and
know who they can talk to if they have a concern.

4. FAMILY ENGAGEMENT:

We value families as partners in supporting student
safety and wellbeing and welcome your feedback.

5. DIVERSITY AND EQUITY:

We recognise and respect the diverse needs of our
students and work to ensure everyone feels safe,
included and supported.

6. SUITABLE STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS:

We take steps to ensure that staff, volunteers and other
adults working with students are suitable to do so.

7. COMPLAINTS PROCESSES:

We provide safe, clear, and confidential pathways
for students and families to raise any concerns or
complaints.
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8.CHILD SAFETY KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND
AWARENESS:

Our staff undertake training to build their knowledge
and understanding of child safety and their
responsibilities.

9. CHILD SAFETY IN PHYSICAL AND ONLINE
ENVIRONMENTS:

We consider child safety across our physical and online
learning environments and take steps to promote safe
participation.

10. REVIEW OF CHILD SAFETY PRACTICES:

We regularly review our safety plans and find ways to
make our school environment even safer.

11. IMPLEMENTATION OF CHILD SAFETY PRACTICES:

Our child safety policies and codes of conduct are easy
to understand and publicly available.

You can find our child safety school policies here:
https://web.vsl.vic.edu.au/policies/

For full details of the 11 Child Safe Standards please go
to: https://ccyp.vic.gov.au/child-safe-standards/the-11-
child-safe-standards/#TOC-2

JOANNE LEPORE
CHILD SAFETY, RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS AND COMPLIANCE
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VSL SCHOOL POLICY REMINDERS

REMINDER - the Department of Education (which
includes our school) does not have personal
accident insurance for students.

If a student is injured at school or while participating
in a school activity (including offsite) and requires
medical treatment, parents/carers are responsible for
all of their child’s medical expenses.

This includes transport costs such as ambulance
costs (which may include an air ambulance if
considered necessary).
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REMINDER - the Department of Education (which
includes our school) does not have personal
property insurance for staff and/or students.

ltems of personal property that are lost, stolen or
damaged at school or during school excursions are
not the responsibility of the VSL or the Department.

Staff and students are reminded not to bring items of
value to school or on school excursions.

The VSL encourages parents/carers to consider
obtaining their own accident insurance for students
and property of value that may be brought to school.
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PARENT PAYMENT ARRANGEMENTS 2027

The Victorian School of Languages is about to open enrolments and would like to advise you of our voluntary financial
contributions for 2027. Schools provide students with free instruction to fulfil the standard curriculum requirements
and we want to assure you that all contributions are voluntary. Nonetheless, your contribution towards materials and
activities helps maintain quality language instruction. Thank you for your ongoing support. For further information on
the Department’s Parent Payments Policy please see a one-page overview overleaf.

CURRICULUM CONTRIBUTIONS - ITEMS AND ACTIVITIES THAT STUDENTS USE, OR PARTICIPATE AMOUNT
IN, TO ACCESS THE CURRICULUM

SUBJECT CONSUMABLES, CLASSROOM MATERIALS AND ACTIVITIES (F-10) $90
SUBJECT CONSUMABLES, CLASSROOM MATERIALS AND ACTIVITIES (11-12) $110
TOTAL CURRICULUM CONTRIBUTIONS (F-10) $90
TOTAL CURRICULUM CONTRIBUTIONS (11-12) $110
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS - FOR NON-CURRICULUM ITEMS AND ACTIVITIES AMOUNT
TOTAL OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS $0

EDUCATIONAL ITEMS FOR STUDENTS TO OWN

Your child’s teacher may provide you with a booklist which they recommend you purchase for your child to individually
own and use.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ITEMS AND ACTIVITIES - PROVIDED ON A USER-PAYS BASIS

At some centres, the VSL offers a range of optional items and activities that enhance or broaden the schooling
experience of students and are above and beyond what the school provides to deliver the Curriculum. Your child’s
centre will provide this advice if required.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ITEMS AND ACTIVITIES AMOUNT
TOTAL EXTRA-CURRICULAR ITEMS AND ACTIVITIES $0

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES

The VSL understands that some families may experience financial difficulty and offers a range of support options,
including payment plans.

For a confidential discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss alternative payment
arrangements, contact the Area Manager in your area.

CURRICULUM CONTRIBUTIONS (F-10) $90
CURRICULUM CONTRIBUTIONS (11-12) $110
EXTRA-CURRICULAR ITEMS AND ACTIVITIES $0
TOTAL (F-10) $90
TOTAL (11-12) $110
PAYMENT METHODS

Payments can be made through Compass during the enrolment process

REFUNDS

Parent requests for refunds are subject to the discretion of the school and made on a case-by-case basis. Refunds
will be provided where the school deems it is reasonable and fair to do so, taking into consideration whether a cost
has been incurred, the Department’s Parent Payments Policy and Guidance, Financial Help for Families Policy, and any
other relevant information.
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PARENT PAYMENTS POLICY

ONE PAGE OVERVIEW

FREE INSTRUCTION

e Schools provide students with free instruction and ensure students have free access to all
items, activities and services that are used by the school to fulfil the requirements of the
Curriculum. This includes the Victorian Curriculum F-10, the Victorian Certificate of
Education (VCE) including the VCE Vocational Major and the Victorian Pathways Certificate.

Schools may invite parents to make a financial contribution to support the school.

PARENT PAYMENT REQUESTS

Schools can request contributions from parents under three categories:

Curriculum Contributions Other Extra-Curricular Items and

. . Contributions Activities
Voluntary financial

contributions for curriculum  Voluntary financial Items and activities that

items and activities which contributions for non- enhance or broaden the

the school deems necessary  curriculum items and schooling experience of

for students to learn the activities that relate to the students and are above and

Curriculum. school’s functions and beyond what the school

objectives. provides for free to deliver

the Curriculum. These are
provided on a user-pays
basis.

e Schools may also invite parents to supply or purchase educational items to use and own
(e.g. textbooks, stationery, digital devices).

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES

e Schools put in place financial hardship arrangements to support families who cannot pay for
items or activities so that their child doesn’t miss out.

e Schools have a nominated parent payment contact person(s) that parents can have a
confidential discussion with regarding financial hardship arrangements.

SCHOOL PROCESSES

e Schools must obtain school council approval for their parent payment arrangements and
publish all requests and communications for each year level on their school website for
transparency.
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K EY DAT ES SEPTEMBER 12 Centres - Last session for Term 3, F-10

T E R M 3/4 2026 SEPTEMBER 19 Centres - Last session for Term 3, VCE

OCTOBER 10 Centres - Start of Term 4
VICTORIAN SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES Head Office _ T 0394740500
Level 6,20 Otter Street, Collingwood E. vsl@vsl.vic.edu.au

Victoria 3066 Australia W. vsl.vic.edu.au




