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VSL CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK POLICY

‘=i=‘ Help for non-English speakers
If you need help to understand the information in this policy, please
Interpreter contact the Victorian School of Languages (03) 9474 0500.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this framework is to outline the VSL'’s organisation, implementation and review
of curriculum and teaching practices.

The framework shows, at a high level, how the school will deliver its curriculum, how the
curriculum and teaching practice will be reviewed, how we assess student learning, how we
record and monitor student performance, and when and how we report to parents.

OVERVIEW

The VSL provides all students with a planned and structured language curriculum to equip
them with the knowledge, skills and attributes needed to complete their language studies and
to make a successful transition from school to work, training, or further education.

The VSL is committed to offering a comprehensive curriculum based on the Victorian
Curriculum F-10: Languages and subsequent versions (such as the Victorian Curriculum
Language Version 2.0). The key points in this framework, and in line with the F-10 Revised
Curriculum Planning and Reporting Guidelines, are a commitment to:

e Adefined curriculum content is the basis for student learning

e Curriculum planning that is based on two-year bands of schooling rather than each year
level

e Reporting student learning against the achievement standards in the curriculum

e Reporting student learning to students and parents in line with the Department’s
Reporting Student Achievement and Progress Foundation to 10 policy.

The VSL aims to

e provide an education environment which challenges students and encourages
excellence in language teaching and learning

e be aleaderinthe development of online provision of languages

e encourage positive community values and promote positive values of multiculturalism



https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/languages/introduction/about-the-languages
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/languages/introduction/about-the-languages
https://f10.vcaa.vic.edu.au/learning-areas/languages
https://f10.vcaa.vic.edu.au/learning-areas/languages
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/viccurric/RevisedF-10CurriculumPlanningReportingGuidelines.pdf
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/viccurric/RevisedF-10CurriculumPlanningReportingGuidelines.pdf
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/reporting-student-achievement/policy
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e work collaboratively with officers of the various section of the DoE, VCAA and interstate
Government Language schools to develop and share curriculum and administrative
resources

e Promote the benefits of language study to students and the wide school community

e Empower students to reach their personal best

The school will provide an education environment which challenges and extends individual
students and encourages excellence in teaching and learning in Languages study. It will
support the teaching of existing and new emerging languages. It will extend its service to
the new outer metropolitan suburbs, where possible, and to regional and country Victoria
and cater for demographic changes. It will endeavour to reflect positive community values,
promote inclusiveness, celebrate cultural diversity and ensure a safe environment for
students.

POLICY STATEMENT

e The Victorian School of Languages recognises and responds to diverse student needs
and skills when developing its curriculum programs.

e The Victorian School of Languages complies with all Department of Education and
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) guidelines regarding curriculum
and student learning.

e The Victorian School of Languages offers a broad range of language programs to meet
the demands of students from Foundation to Year 12 at Face-to-face classes and from
Year 7-12 at Distance Education classes.

e The Victorian School of Languages implements the Victorian Curriculum from
Foundation to Year 10.

e The Victorian School of Languages teaches over thirty Second Languages as VCE
subjects, including 7 additional VCE subjects — Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese,
Indonesian and Japanese as First Languages, Chinese Language Culture & Society and
Latin.

e The Victorian School of Languages has auspice arrangements with the Ripponlea
Institute to offer VET in Schools for languages.

e The Victorian School of Languages also runs special projects funded by DoE such as the
Virtual New Arrivals Program (VNAP), to teach English to newly arrived students from
regional and remote areas, and the Blended Learning programs in Japanese and
Indonesian, for small schools in regional and remote areas that cannot offer a Language
program face-to-face.

e The Victorian School of Languages is committed to offer language programs to respond
to demographic and community needs and has internal procedures to establish a new
language program that interested parties can access.
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IMPLEMENTATION

In 2025, the Victorian School of Languages implements the Victorian Curriculum Language F-
10 across Victoria at 39 centres hosted by government Secondary Schools including 45
languages, namely: Albanian, Arabic, Bosnian, Bulgarian, Burmese, Chin (Falam), Chin
(Hakha), Chinese Cantonese, Chinese Mandarin, Croatian, Dari, Dutch, French, German,
Greek, Gujarati, Hebrew, Hindi, Hungarian, Italian, Japanese, Kannada, Karen, Khmer, Korean,
Macedonian, Malayalam, Mizo, Pashto, Persian, Polish, Portuguese, Punjabi, Romanian,
Russian, Serbian, Sinhala, Spanish, Tamil, Telugu, Thai, Turkish, Urdu, Vietnamese, Zomi.

Hence, the school uses 13 Language specific Victorian Curriculum F-10 documents, and the
two generic ones for Non-Roman Alphabet Languages and Roman Alphabet Languages
curriculum documents.

Additionally, the Victorian School of Languages implements 41 of the total 46 VCE Languages
study designs offered by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA).

Contact time for face-to-face classes are 180 minutes per week, for 30 weeks a year.
Additional classes are offered to VCE students.

Classes at Centres respond to student needs, so the Victorian School of Languages often
caters for multi-level classes.

In addition, the Victorian School of Languages offers a distance education model to students
of 10 Languages at Levels 7-10, namely Arabic, Chinese Mandarin, French, German, Greek,
Hindi, Indonesian, Italian, Japanese, Latin & Spanish, and 13 Languages at VCE levels, some of
them being offered as Second Language and First Languages, i.e. Chinese, Indonesian &
Japanese, and some only at VCE levels, i.e. Hindi, Punjabi and Viethamese.

Students at Distance Education complete worksets on a weekly basis through the course
website and receive feedback on their performance. Face-to-face time for oral interaction with
the teacher occurs once every fortnight for 15 minutes with each individual student. VCE
students at Distance Education attend face-to-face seminars once a term at our Head Office in
Collingwood.

Pedagogy

The pedagogical approach at the Victorian School of Languages is currently being reviewed
and in line with the 2023 School Strategic Review panel recommendations and in accordance
with FISO 2.0’s core elements; Teaching & Learning, Leadership, Assessment, Support &
Resources and Engagement.

In 2024 the school set out to develop a continuum of learning at F-10 levels in all 45 languages
offered at the Victorian School of Languages, that would establish a common understanding of
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the progression and baseline viable curriculum across languages and centres. The goalis to
create, trial and start using these documents progressively by two-year bands and to finalise
the processin 2027.

This consistent approach to teaching across centres and languages will assist teachers in their
program and lesson planning with the aim to contribute to improved student outcomes.

Assessment

The Victorian School of Languages assesses student progress in line with the Department’s
Assessment of Student Achievement and Progress Foundation to 10 policy.

Students at the VSL will have multiple and varied opportunities to demonstrate learning and
achievement. Teachers use assessment tasks that cover multiple curriculum levels to ensure
that evidence of learning and growth is captured for every student.

A part of the school-based curriculum program, the VSL will use diagnostic tools (pre-tests) to
assess students when they first enrol with us. These tools will be used to place students in the
continuum of learning and track student growth in future assessments.

Teachers at the VSL use a combination of formative assessment for learning (to focus feedback
and guide future learning) and summative assessment of learning (to determine what the
student has learned at the end of a sequence of learning), alongside student self-assessment
and reflection.

Assessment is used in an ongoing way, to guide future lessons and learning, as well as to keep
students and parents informed of student progress.

Teachers will use a variety of assessment strategies to gather evidence about student
achievement. The agreed assessment processes and tasks are documented in the Subject
Unit Designs and Learning Sequences. The assessments may include, but are not limited to,
tests and assignments, projects, portfolios, performances, discussions or student-teacher
conferences.

Assessment tasks are developed to support students to show their knowledge, skills and
understandings and will include clear instructions, relevant supporting documents (scaffolds,
planning documents, etc) and allow sufficient time for completion. Teachers will make
modifications to the task to cater for students with additional learning needs.

Where possible, staff will participate in cross marking of assessment tasks (moderation)
involving assessment rubrics and work samples so that staff can apply consistent judgements
of student progress against Victorian Curriculum Standards across the school.


https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/assessment-student-achievement/policy
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Reporting

The Victorian School of Languages reports student progress to parents in line with the
Department’s Reporting Student Achievement and Progress Foundation to 10 policy. In
addition, the VSL ensures that there is continuous sharing of assessment information formally
and informally with parents/carers throughout the term/semester, including through twice-

annual formal reporting.

At the VSL, teachers will be sharing a report of their child/ren progress in the language chosen
with parents twice a year. At the end of Term 2, parents/carers will be invited to attend a parent-
teacher interview and discuss their child/ren progress and portfolio and their report. Parent-
teacher interviews, conducted twice-yearly, enable the opportunity to discuss the students’
progress and how they can continue to be supported at home. At the end of Term 4,
parents/carers will receive an end of year report.

The report will be in a written format easy for parents/carers to understand and will be
accessible in digital form with the option to translate text from English to another language, to
cater to our school community.

The VSL will report directly against the Victorian Curriculum F-10 achievement standards .

Both student achievement and progress will be included in the report.
CURRICULUM AND TEACHING PRACTICE REVIEW

School curriculum and teaching practice is reviewed against the Framework for Improving of
Student Outcomes (FISO 2.0). FISO and the FISO improvement cycle help identify focus areas
for improvement and to evaluate the impact of introduced initiatives.

Review of school curriculum

As a single subject provider of languages, curriculum is reviewed on an ongoing basis. The
curriculum coordinator works with the languages faculty coordinators and Area Managers to
ensure a consistent approach to reviewing and implementing the curriculum.

Review of teaching practice
The VSL reviews teaching practice via:

- Professional Learning Communities and Communities of Practice, which link the
learning needs of students with the professional learning and practice of teachers and
provide an opportunity for teachers to collaboratively evaluate the effect of high impact
teaching strategies; and

- the Performance Development cycle, which provides an opportunity to provide
feedback to teaching staff on their performance to support ongoing learning and


https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/reporting-student-achievement/policy
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/foundation-10/Pages/default.aspx?Redirect=2
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/fiso/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/fiso/policy
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development, with a focus on how student learning can be improved through improving
teaching practice.

FURTHER INFORMATION AND RESOURCES

e Policy and Advisory Library:

o Curriculum Programs Foundation to 10
Framework for Improving Student Outcomes (FISO 2.0)
Assessment of Student Achievement and Progress Foundation to 10
Digital Learning in Schools
Students with Disability
Koorie Education
Languages Education
Reporting Student Achievement and Progress Foundation to 10
School Hours (including variation to hours)
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POLICY REVIEW AND APPROVAL

Policy last reviewed June 2025

Consultation School Council: 18 June 2025
Approved by Judi Benney

Next scheduled review date 2028



https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/curriculum-programs/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/fiso/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/assessment-student-achievement/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/digital-learning/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/students-disability/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/koorie-education/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/languages-education/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/reporting-student-achievement/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/school-hours/policy
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