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As we look ahead to the final weeks of the year and 
begin preparations for 2026, I extend my thanks to 
all families for your ongoing partnership and support. 
Thank you for entrusting us with your children’s 
language education and for your continued involvement 
in their learning.

I wish all our students, families and staff a restful and 
joyful break, and a wonderful end to 2025.

Thank you for your support

JUDI BENNEY, EXECUTIVE PRINCIPAL

Dear VSL Families and Staff,

As we come to the end of Term 4, I acknowledge and 
extend congratulations to our Year 12 students who 
have completed their VCE studies. This milestone 
reflects their determination and resilience after many 
years of study and we are proud of each student for the 
dedication they have shown throughout their language 
learning journey.   

Congratulations to all VSL students who have 
undertaken studies this year on top of their regular 
schooling. It’s an outstanding effort to attend class 
each week - whether face-to-face or online - and we are 
proud of their achievements.

I also want to also acknowledge the commitment 
of our teachers and support staff who have guided 
all students in 2025. Across our Centres, Distance 
Education and Virtual New Arrivals Program staff 
have invested in their students, providing feedback, 
supporting wellbeing, and encouraging learners to 
persist through challenges. Their work is central to 
the success of our students, and I thank them for their 
professionalism and commitment.

This term has also highlighted the impact that 
language education continues to have across our 
school.  The activities which are showcased in this 
bulletin—from cultural festivals and graduations to 
excursions, performances and community events—
are a reminder that language learning is much more 
than vocabulary and grammar. It’s also a powerful 
connector: strengthening identity, deepening 
intercultural understanding, and helping students see 
themselves as part of a broader global community. 
Diversity is a core strength of our school. It reflects 
the families and communities we serve and reinforces 
our commitment to valuing languages, recognising all 
cultures, and ensuring every learner has a place at the 
VSL.

WELCOME
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AREA ACTIVITIES

PUNJABI STUDENTS AT  THE 
SHEPPARTON VSL INAUGURAL 

 LANGUAGE EXPO
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VSL BLACKBURN VCE YEAR 12 GRADUATION 
The VCE Year 12 students at the VSL Blackburn Centre 
celebrated their graduation on Saturday, 11 October, 
marking the culmination of their language studies with 
pride and joy. 

To honour this special occasion, VCE Year 11 and 12 
teachers, Centre Supervisors and Area Manager of East 
1, gathered together to read aloud the inspiring book 
“Oh, the Places You’ll Go!” by Dr. Seuss. The reading 
served as a heartfelt message of encouragement, 
reminding students of the endless possibilities that await 
them as they step into the next chapter of their lives.

Teachers congratulated the students on their 
dedication to learning a language and expressed 
their hope that the knowledge and skills gained 
through their studies will open doors to broader career 
opportunities and enrich their future experiences. 

The event was filled with warmth, reflection, 
and celebration of the students’ hard work and 
achievements.

BOOK WEEK 2025: CELEBRATING STORIES, 
CULTURES AND THE JOY OF READING
Every year, Book Week reminds us of the magic that 
happens when we open a book — not a screen, but a 
real, tangible book with pages that turn and stories that 
come alive in our hands. In 2025, as we celebrate Book 
Week, our focus is on rediscovering the joy of reading 
and honouring our own cultures through stories that 
connect us to who we are.

RESPECTING AND CELEBRATING OUR OWN 
CULTURES

Books are windows into other worlds, but they are 
also mirrors that reflect our own. Book Week 2025 
encourages students to explore stories from their own 
cultural heritage — stories told by their grandparents, 
written in their native languages, or set in the places 

their families come from. Reading books that honour 
their backgrounds helps students develop pride in 
their identity and a deeper understanding of their 
community’s values and traditions. At the same time, 
sharing these stories at school allows others to 
appreciate the richness and diversity of our world.

VSL AREA EAST 1: TEACHERS, STUDENTS AND STAFF 
BRINGING BOOK WEEK TO LIFE

VSL Area East 1 teachers and students share their 
favourite books and dress in costume to celebrate 
cultural stories or their own beloved tales. The goal is 
simple — to inspire every student to fall in love with 
reading again, one book at a time.
KERRY LAW, AREA MANAGER – EAST 1

KERRY LAW, AREA MANAGER – EAST 1
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DIWALI CELEBRATIONS
AT VSL MELTON
On Saturday 18 October the staff and students at VSL 
Melton Centre celebrated Diwali the Festival of Lights 
with vibrant and meaningful cultural experiences. 

The celebration began with a 30-minute assembly 
where students shared stories about Diwali, discussing 
how this special occasion symbolises light, love, 
goodness, and new beginnings. After the assembly, 
children participated in various cultural and sensory 
activities that promoted curiosity, respect for diversity, 

and joyful engagement. Each class took part in a range 
of activities to commemorate the occasion, helping 
students deepen their understanding of diversity, 
culture, and inclusion. 

We love embracing cultural celebrations that foster 
understanding, belonging, and appreciation for our 
beautifully diverse community.

KIRAN BALA, CENTRE COORDINATOR – VSL MELTON

MACEDONIAN END-OF-YEAR CONCERT 
AT VSL KEILOR DOWNS
On Saturday, 18 October 2025, the Macedonian 
community at the VSL – Keilor Downs Centre came 
together for a celebration filled with pride, joy, and 
emotion. Students, teachers, and parents proudly 
honoured their heritage through the annual concert 
titled “Our Journey with the Macedonian Language.” 
The event beautifully showcased the strength of the 
Macedonian spirit, language, and culture – a heartfelt 
tribute to the roots that unite generations.

Through songs, dances, dialogues, and short plays, 
students from Foundation to Year 12 showcased the 
beauty of the Macedonian language and culture, 
taking the audience on a journey through the cities of 
Krushevo, Prilep, Shtip, Strumica, Bitola, Ohrid, and 
Skopje.

The event was attended by the Macedonian Vice 
Consul in Melbourne, Ms Silvana Ivanovska, the 
Principal of the Victorian School of Languages, Ms Judi 
Benney, and the Supervisor of the VSL Centre at Keilor 
Downs, Mr Sarino Prinzi, who commended the students 
and teachers for their dedication to promoting the 
Macedonian language and culture.

VESNA DAMCEVSKA

A particularly proud moment was the presentation of 
certificates to the Year 12 students, who successfully 
completed their Macedonian language studies. 
The concert concluded with an emotional group 
performance of the song “My Macedonia,” filling 
the hall with pride, joy, and love for the Macedonian 
homeland.
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A CELEBRATION OF KOREAN CULTURE 
AT VSL MCKINNON
On Thursday, 23 October, students of Korean at the 
VSL participated in the annual McKinnon Centre 
Cultural Evening. Classes at the McKinnon Centre are 
held every Thursday evening.

The event provided an excellent opportunity for 
students to share and celebrate cultural diversity within 
the school community. It was a lively celebration of 
creativity, culture and community spirit.

The Korean language students contributed to the 
day’s activities by showcasing elements of Korean 
culture, including displays, traditional games and a 
variety of Korean foods. They took part in fun, vibrant 
and engaging activities that enhanced their language 
learning. The Korean Cultural Day was organised by Ms 
Moon-Hee Caire and Ms Misun Kwon.

The atmosphere was lively and engaging, filled 
with curiosity, learning and enjoyment. Students 
demonstrated great enthusiasm and teamwork 
throughout the evening, proudly representing both 
their language program and the VSL.

Teachers and organisers commended the students 
for their efforts and commitment, noting that their 
participation contributed greatly to the success 
of the Cultural Day. Events such as this highlight 
the importance of intercultural understanding and 
the value of language learning in promoting global 
awareness.

VENETIA KEFALIANOS, AREA MANAGER – SOUTH 1
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VSL SHEPPARTON HOSTS 
INAUGURAL LANGUAGE EXPO
On Saturday, 25 October, Shepparton VSL held its 
inaugural Language Expo.

What a fantastic day it was! Thank you to our wonderful 
students who brought so much energy and excitement 
to the event — from running language stalls to 
participating in cultural activities. It was inspiring to 
see students embracing different languages, traditions 
and ways of learning.

The vibrant colours of traditional costumes filled the 
space with warmth and joy, reminding us of the rich 
diversity that exists within our community. Every 
display, performance and activity was a celebration of 
language and culture — and a reminder that learning 
goes far beyond the classroom.

By engaging with different cultures, we not only 
strengthen our language skills but also build 

understanding and appreciation for the world around 
us. This kind of learning helps us grow as global 
citizens — curious, open-minded and connected.

I’d like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Nathan Holt, 
Shepparton Supervisor, for his outstanding planning, 
organisation and dedication in making the Language 
Expo such a success.

A big thank you also to all our teachers and admin staff 
for their enthusiasm and encouragement. Their efforts 
behind the scenes and in the classroom helped make 
this event a meaningful and engaging experience for all 
our students.

ANTONELLA CICERO, AREA MANAGER – COUNTRY CENTRES
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VSL BRUNSWICK 9-10 EXCURSION - CO.AS.IT 
CARLTON-MUSEO ITALIANO & BRUNETTI
LEARNING BEYOND THE CLASSROOM: ITALIAN 
MIGRATION AND THE CARLTON EXPERIENCE

On October 25  as  part of their study of Italian 
Migration to Australia, our Year 9 and 10 Italian students 
from the Brunswick centre, had the opportunity to 
bring their learning to life through an excursion to 
the Italian Historical Society and Museo Italiano at 
CO.AS.IT in Carlton. This experience allowed students 
to deepen their understanding of Italian migration 
stories and connect their classroom learning to the real 
experiences of migrants who helped shape Australia’s 
multicultural identity.

In class, students explored the reasons Italians 
migrated to Australia, beginning with the post-war 
period when many Italians sought new opportunities 
and a better life. They examined historical push and 
pull factors, the challenges of adapting to a new 
country, and the cultural contributions Italians have 
made to Australian society. Using Italian and English 
texts, students analysed personal stories, photographs, 
and artefacts to build both their language skills and 
their historical understanding.

The visit to CO.AS.IT. provided a powerful real-world 
connection to these studies. At the Museo Italiano, 
students viewed exhibits featuring original documents, 

household objects, clothing, and photographs from 
Italian migrants who settled in Victoria. They were able 
to see how the themes discussed in class, such as 
identity, belonging, and resilience, were reflected in the 
lived experiences of real people.

This excursion directly supported their speaking 
assessment, where students were asked to pretend 
to be an Italian migrant and tell their story in Italian. 
Drawing on what they saw and heard at the museum, 
students were able to incorporate realistic details and 
emotional depth into their role-plays.

The excursion to the Italian Museum was a meaningful 
extension of classroom learning, offering students the 
chance to connect with history, culture, and community 
in a tangible way. It reminded them that language 
learning is not just about words and grammar but also 
about people, stories, and shared heritage.

Special thanks to Federica Mancusi who volunteered 
and assisted with the excursion.

Lastly but most importantly, I would like to congratulate 
my Italian year 9–10 students on their excellent 
progress to date and their enthusiasm towards Italian 
learning!

CHIARA GALLO, ITALIAN 9-10 TEACHER – VSL BRUNSWICK
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TURKISH REPUBLIC DAY CELEBRATIONS 
AT AREA NORTHWEST
On 29 October the Turkish students at Area Northwest 
proudly celebrated Republic Day.

The passionate poems filling the stage, the vibrant 
dance performances reflecting the richness of our 
culture, and the sparkle in our students’ eyes. Each 
moment was a powerful reminder of how deeply we 
honour and carry this unique legacy, even thousands of 
kilometres away from our homeland, here in Australia.

Both of our centres began this meaningful day with the 
reading of the Turkish National Anthem.

At our Mt. Ridley College (VSL) centre, the celebration 
featured a rich artistic program, including a Republic-
themed video presentation, poetry recitals involving 
many students, a piano performance, a 10th Year 
March band ensemble, and a traditional Zeybek folk 
dance. After refreshments and a short break, the 
program continued with traditional games such as 
Musical Chairs and Sack Race, concluding with the 
presentation of participation certificates.

At our Keilor Downs College (VSL) centre, our students 
read poems and texts emphasising the meaning 
and significance of the Republic, recited Our Pledge 
and the 10th Year March, and presented lively dance 
performances accompanied by joyful songs.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who 
contributed to this meaningful day.

First and foremost, to the Area Manager of VSL 
Northwest, Sadık Çağdaş, whose leadership, support, 
and commitment allowed us to feel this pride so deeply.

We also sincerely thank our hardworking teachers who 
prepared the celebrations:

• Keilor Downs College (VSL) teachers: Müjde Varol, 
Funda Ramadan, Gülcan Topçuoğlu, Özkan Özcan, and 
Gülhan Ektem,

• Mt. Ridley College (VSL) teachers: Gülsüm Güler Özen, 
Funda Yumuk, Cihan Güntürk, and Emre Narlı, for their 
invaluable dedication and guidance.

Our deepest gratitude also goes to our supportive 
parents who shared this special day with enthusiasm, 
and to our wider Victorian School of Languages family, 
who always stand with us.

 VSL AREA NORTHWEST
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CELEBRATING KANNADA: RAJYOTSAVA, 
LEARNING BY DOING AND LIBRARY VISIT
RAJYOTSAVA
Kannada Rajyotsava, observed on 1 November, marks 
the unification of Kannada-speaking regions in 1956 
and is celebrated with pride by Kannadigas worldwide. 
This year, VSL Point Cook students joined the festivities 
by singing the Naada Geete, “Jaya Bharata Jananiya 
Tanujate,” and were warmly treated to fruit generously 
provided by the Wyndham Kannada Balaga.

LEARNING BY DOING

With Term 4 holidays on the horizon, we lifted 
engagement in F-2 students by running a lively “fruit 
and vegetable shop” role-play: every transaction had 
to be in Kannada, with one shopkeeper, a helper, and 
the rest as customers. Students were captivated—
replaying the activity, scaling from one item to two 
fruits and two vegetables, and improvising creative 
twists (one tried to “buy the whole shop,” others 

introduced a robber to complicate the story). It 
beautifully proved the maxim: “Tell me and I forget; 
teach me and I may remember; involve me and I learn.”

MOBILE LIBRARY 
BY MELBOURNE KANNADA SANGHA

Each month, the Mobile Kannada Library visits different 
VSL Kannada centres, lending books to families. During 
its recent stop at Point Cook, we visited the library and 
selected a range of children’s magazines and short 
storybooks to read with the kids. Students were excited 
to see the mobile library and many borrowed books 
to enjoy at home. Thank you to Melbourne Kannada 
Sangha for organising this and Girish who volunteers to 
drive to different places.

VANISHREE KULKARNI, VSL POINT COOK



NOVEMBER 2025ISSUE 04 PAGE 11

VSL BRUNSWICK ITALIAN 5-6 EXCURSION
- GELATERIA 
The Brunswick Italian Years 5-6 class made the most of 
the beautiful sunny day on Saturday Nov 1st and visited 
one of Brunswick’s best gelaterias, Fluffy Torpedo. 

After weeks of learning vocabulary about food, ordering 
and polite conversation in class, it was the perfect 
opportunity for the students to put their Italian skills 
into practice in a real-life setting. It was wonderful to 
watch their confidence grow applying grammar and 
phrases we had practiced in the classroom.

The students ordered in Italian and in exchange 
received a cone or cup full of goodness. Only time 
will tell whether any of the students’ new flavour 
suggestions will make it into Fluffy Torpedo’s eclectic 
offering.

Beyond the language practice, this excursion gave 
students a small taste of Italian culture-the tradition 
of enjoying gelato slowly, chatting with friends and 
savouring the moment. By the end of the visit everyone 
left not only with a cone in hand but also with a deeper 
appreciation of how language connects to everyday 
experiences. 

Learning a language isn’t confined to the classroom-
sometimes it’s best served with a scoop or two of 
gelato.

ALESSANDRO MARIOLINI, ITALIAN 5-6 TEACHER 
– VSL BRUNSWICK
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RUSSIAN END-OF-YEAR CONCERT
AT VSL MCKINNON
On Thursday, 6 November, students studying Russian 
at VSL McKinnon took part in the annual end-of-
year concert. The event was a joyful celebration that 
brought together students, teachers, and families to 
acknowledge the achievements of the year.

The concert provided a warm and welcoming 
atmosphere, with parents and guests delighted to see 
the students present their learning. The Foundation and 
Year 1 class opened the program with a charming song 
performance, which was enthusiastically received for 
its energy and enthusiasm. Older students presented 
poetry recitations, spoken pieces, and cultural items 
that showcased both their developing language skills 
and their confidence in performance.

Each class was introduced by its teacher, with a special 
welcome and closing provided by Dr Irina Vasilenko, 
the coordinator of the Russian program at the VSL. Her 
remarks highlighted the dedication of staff /students 
and the strong support of families throughout the year.

The event also provided an opportunity to 
acknowledge and extend best wishes to the Year 12 
graduating students, who have shown commitment and 
perseverance in their language studies. Their success 
was warmly celebrated by the school community.

The concert reflected the positive spirit of the program 
and the value of language learning in building cultural 
understanding, confidence, and pride.

VENETIA KEFALIANOS, AREA MANAGER – SOUTH 1
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VSL BRUNSWICK STUDENT WINS 
PRESTIGIOUS DANTE POETRY COMPETITION

KOREAN PERFORMING
CONTEST

We are thrilled to share that Year 9 student Azura from 
our Brunswick Centre has won first place in the Year 9 
category of the Dante Poetry Competition, a prestigious 
event that celebrates the beauty and complexity of 
Italian literature.

As part of the competition, Azura was required to 
memorise and recite selected lines from La Divina 
Commedia, Dante Alighieri’s epic masterpiece. This 
is no small feat, as the language and rhythm of the 
original Italian text present a significant challenge even 
for advanced students.

Year 5 student, Ellena Kim participated in the 19th 
Korean Performing Contest, which is held annually by 
the Sydney Education Centre. She achieved third place 
in the Performing Arts category.

The contest is open to all students undertaking Korean 
language learning from Kindergarten to Year 12.

There are three categories and six divisions, with prizes 
ranging from $50 gift voucher to major awards such as 
a round-trip flight from Australia to Korea plus $500 for 
secondary school students, and an electronic keyboard 
piano plus $300 for primary school students.

	

CHIARA GALLO, TEACHER - LATIN AND ITALIAN LANGUAGE(S)
– DISTANCE EDUCATION

Azura’s performance stood out for its clarity, emotion, 
and deep understanding of the material, impressing the 
judges and earning her top honours.

Congratulations to Azura on this outstanding 
achievement!

ANNA KIM – VSL POINT COOK
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VSL DONCASTER STAMP & POSTCARD 
DESIGN CELEBRATION
Students from the Japanese and Spanish classes at 
VSL Doncaster (Thursday) celebrated their language 
studies this year through a fun and creative Cultural 
Stamp and Postcard Design Competition.

As part of the activity, students explored the concept 
of stamps and postcards, learning about their purpose 
and how they are used to communicate across 
countries. They examined a range of authentic stamps 
and postcards from Japan and Spanish-speaking 
countries, discovering how images, symbols, and 
designs reflect each country’s culture, landmarks, and 
traditions.

Inspired by what they learned, students then designed 
their own unique stamps or postcards, showcasing 
elements of Japanese and Hispanic cultures. The 
activity encouraged creativity, cultural appreciation, 
and language engagement, providing a meaningful and 
enjoyable way to conclude the year’s learning.

The event highlighted students’ enthusiasm for 
language learning and deepened their understanding 
of how culture and communication are interconnected.

VSL BOX HILL CELEBRATES THE CLASS OF 2025
The VSL Box Hill Centre recently celebrated the final 
day of studies for our Year 12 Spanish and Chinese 
Second Language (SL) and Second Language 
Advanced (SLA) students. This special occasion 
marked the completion of their VCE language learning 
journey and the beginning of new pathways beyond 
school. 

To honour their achievements, the Foundation to Year 
11 students joined in a joyful Honour Walk, cheering and 
applauding the graduating class as they made their way 
through the centre. The celebration reflected the strong 
sense of community, pride, and encouragement that 
defines our language program. 

Teachers and students shared heartfelt 
congratulations, expressing admiration for the Year 12 
students’ dedication and persistence in mastering an 
additional language. The event was both festive and 

inspiring, reminding younger students of the rewards 
of continued learning and cultural connection through 
language. 

We wish all our graduating students every success in 
their exams and future endeavours. 

KERRY LAW, AREA MANAGER – EAST 1

KERRY LAW, AREA MANAGER – EAST 1
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A SPECIAL VISIT AT VSL ROMANIAN CLASSES
On the 8th of November, the Romanian classes at 
VSL had the distinct pleasure of welcoming a very 
special guest, Dr. Alina Donea, Senior Lecturer in Solar 
Physics and Applied Mathematics at the School of 
Mathematics, Monash University, and Chair of the 
Space, Terrestrial, and Solar Physics Group at the 
Australian Institute of Physics. Dr. Donea joined us to 
engage in an insightful discussion with our students 
about the planets in our solar system, with a particular 
focus on the Sun.

In addition to sharing her expertise on the solar system, 
Dr. Donea highlighted the similarities between technical 
terminology in Romanian and English, providing a 
valuable learning experience for the students.

One element that would have made the session even 
more memorable was the opportunity to observe 
the Sun through a telescope, which Dr. Donea had 
thoughtfully prepared in advance. Unfortunately, due 

to the rainy weather and the Sun’s absence, we were 
unable to carry out this exciting activity. However, we 
are looking forward to hosting Dr. Donea on a sunnier 
day, when the children will have the chance to learn 
firsthand how to use the telescope and observe the 
Sun through a professional device.

We hope that today marks the beginning of a series of 
visits from distinguished members of the Romanian 
community, who will share their valuable experiences 
with our students and demonstrate how the Romanian 
language has played a significant role in their 
professional journeys, even here in Australia.

A heartfelt thank you to Dr. Alina Donea for taking the 
time to visit us today. We look forward to welcoming 
you again next year!

NATIONAL STEM DAY FUN 
AT VSL DANDENONG
Our Dandenong Hindi 1-3 students got hands-on 
with science experiments, wowed us with maths 
tricks, and even learnt the times table of two in 
Hindi.

What a fantastic way to explore, learn, and celebrate 
STEM together!

EMILIA GHITA – VSL DANDENONG

SALONI SURAWALA – VSL DANDENONG
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VSL TAMIL END-OF-YEAR CELEBRATION
VSL Tamil Schools from Caroline Springs, Craigieburn, 
Lalor, Melton, Point Cook and Truganina gathered on 
8 November 2025 at Dream Builders Church, Hoppers 
Crossing, for a combined end-of-year celebration. 

More than 150 students performed before an audience 
of over 400 parents and community members. Students 
showcased dances, songs, skits, speeches, poetry and 
mime, demonstrating their growing confidence and 
proficiency in Tamil. Senior students also presented 
items on themes such as environmental care and 
responsible technology use.

The event was led by VSL Tamil School teachers and 
supported by parent volunteers from Tamilar Inc, whose 
assistance with logistics contributed to a smooth and 
successful celebration. The enthusiastic feedback from 
parents and students highlights the event’s success 
and impact.

Appreciation is extended to the VSL leadership, 
volunteers and families for their ongoing support of 
Tamil language education.

VSL VIETNAMESE END-OF-YEAR CONCERT 
On Saturday, 15 November, students and staff of the 
Vietnamese faculty at the VSL proudly participated 
in the Westall Centre End-of-Year Concert, marking 
a joyful conclusion to an enriching year of language 
learning and cultural engagement.

The event was the result of weeks of preparation, with 
staff and teachers dedicating time to rehearsing poetry, 
recitations, songs and interactive cultural games. Their 
commitment created a vibrant and well-organised 
program that showcased the talents, enthusiasm and 
cultural pride of the students. Adding to the festive 
spirit, teachers even brought in a Christmas tree, 
creating a warm and celebratory atmosphere for all 
attendees.

One of the highlights of the concert was the colourful 
display of national costumes worn by both students 
and staff. The traditional attire not only enhanced the 
visual splendour of the performances but also reflected 
the rich cultural heritage that the Vietnamese program 
seeks to preserve and promote. For many students—
whether first, second or third generation—participating 
in these activities provided a meaningful connection to 
their identity, family traditions and community history.

The event fostered a strong sense of belonging, cultural 
appreciation and confidence among students. Their 
pride in their school and in their Vietnamese language 
learning was evident throughout the day, as they 
performed with joy, assurance and an eagerness to 
share their achievements.

The Westall VSL Centre End-of-Year Concert was 
not only a celebration of another successful year but 
also a wonderful reminder of the power of language 
education in strengthening cultural bonds and building 
vibrant, multicultural communities. The Vietnamese VSL 
Westall staff and students look forward to continuing 
this tradition of excellence, creativity and cultural pride 
in the years ahead.

VENETIA KEFALIANOS, AREA MANAGER – SOUTH 1

VIJAYAKUMAR KRISHNASWAMY
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Two VSL students were recently featured in The Age 
article “These VCE students know they will finish last – 
and they’re fine with it” (17 November 2025). The story 
highlights the unique experiences of VCE students whose 
exam schedules extend well beyond their peers—often 
because they are studying specialised languages.

One of the featured students, Ava Collins, studies German 
through the VSL and will complete her final exam as the 
only German student at her school. 

Similarly, Will Haslam, who studies Spanish via Distance 
Education through the VSL, will also sit his final exam 
alone—capping off a 35-day exam period involving long-
distance travel.

The article celebrates their resilience, discipline and 
commitment to language learning. We are proud to see 
VSL students recognised for their dedication and the 
richness they bring to Victoria’s language education 
landscape.

You can read the full article on The Age website:

https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/these-vce-
students-know-they-will-finish-last-and-they-re-fine-with-
it-20251106-p5n868.html

VSL STUDENTS 
FEATURED IN 
THE AGE

These VCE students know they will finish last –
and they’re fine with it

Bridie Smith

November 17, 2025 — 3.30pm

At her school’s final assembly last month, Ava Collins took home four academic awards,
including being her school’s top English and physics student. Yet, she will be among the last of
2025’s student crop to finish.

The timetabling of her exams means Collins has to wait until 5.15pm on Wednesday to finish
school – almost six weeks after her first exam and a week after most of her friends finished.

“I’ve found keeping the momentum a little bit of a challenge,” the 17-year-old said. “But I’m
also grateful that I didn’t have exams on consecutive days and have had time to breathe.”

National Victoria VCE

Ava Collins, 17, will sit her German exam on Wednesday, the last day of exams for the Class of 2025. JOE

ARMAO

About 2 per cent of the 67,000 students eligible to complete VCE this year are yet to put their
pens down for the last time.
That will happen on Wednesday when, according to the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment
Authority, the last 1674 students officially finish school.

Though Collins will be among the 416 VCE students to sit the German written exam, the last of
four exams this cohort of year 12s will sit, she is the only student studying German at Mentone
Girls’ Secondary College. Having studied German on Saturdays through the Victorian School of
Languages, it will be just her and an examiner in the room.

“Normally, I have my friends around, and we motivate and reassure each other, so it will feel
different,” she said.

Like Collins, Castlemaine Secondary College student Will Haslam is also set to take his final
exam alone. One of just 126 students sitting the Spanish written exam, he will be taking the
test in a church hall in Castlemaine.

But when he puts his pen down for the last time, Haslam will then have just 40 minutes to
travel from his final exam to his school’s graduation ceremony in Bendigo.

He says the tight timeframe is in keeping with his exam experience, which has been a marathon
35 days long and involved numerous long-distance car trips.

Haslam’s first exam was the Spanish oral assessment on October 14. For that 15-minute test, he
made a two-hour round trip from Fryerstown, in Victoria’s goldfields region, to a hotel in

Will Haslam, 18, will be one of the last members of the Class of 2025 to finish school.

Essendon.

Like Collins, Haslam said the extended exam period had its benefits, including more time to
prepare, but that staying focused had been a challenge.

“Sometimes I find I get really bored and distracted and demotivated,” he said. “But I’m going to
the gym and keeping school hours and still seeing friends.”
The 18-year-old said he decided to learn Spanish after a family holiday to Argentina as a child,
studying virtually through the Victorian School of Languages.

”It’s one of the most spoken languages in the world and I love travelling, so I’m sure it will be
useful,” he said.

For Melinda Teoh, finishing school on Wednesday will allow her to prepare to sit another exam:
her driver’s licence.

“That’s definitely more fun to prepare for than VCE,” the 18-year-old said.

Teoh will sit the Chinese as a second language (advanced) exam with about 30 other peers from
Balwyn High School. They are among the 544 VCE students who will sit the exam on
Wednesday.

Across Victoria, another 588 students will sit the Chinese second language exam, held at the
same time.

Teoh said she was glad her exams were spread out because she had the time to both study and
relax.

As well as preparing for her driver’s licence exam, she will use December to plan a schoolies trip
to Japan with friends in February.

After that, all going to plan, she will be off to Monash University to begin a bachelor of
biomedical science.

The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority sets the exam timetable according to the
number of students enrolled in each subject to minimise clashes and ensure students don’t sit
three exams in one day.

Students will receive their results on December 11.

Start the day with a summary of the day’s most important and interesting stories,
analysis and insights. Sign up for our Morning Edition newsletter.

Bridie Smith is an education reporter at The Age. A former desk editor, she has also reported on science

and consumer affairs. Connect via Twitter, Facebook or email.
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The semester assessment consists of five parts: 
Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing and System of 
Language. Together, these components offer a holistic 
picture of student achievement and promote academic 
rigour in language learning. They also reinforce 
the importance of languages as a core subject and 
highlight the skills students develop through ongoing 
study.

The purpose of this trial is to allow every student 
to showcase their learning and take pride in their 
progress. At the same time, the results will help 
teachers identify strengths, pinpoint areas that may 
need further support, and plan the next steps in 
teaching and learning.

Looking ahead, VSL Distance Education plans to 
embed summative assessments more formally into 
courses, particularly at higher year levels, to help 
students transition smoothly into senior studies and 
VCE.

We are grateful for the continued support of our 
parents and students. Your participation in this 
trial plays an important role in shaping high-quality 
language learning for our school community. 

LOOKING FORWARD TO 2026

We are very excited by the progress we have made 
this year; however, that does not mean we are not 
already thinking about next. As enrolments get into full 
swing, the leadership team is closely monitoring our 
teaching requirements to ensure that we begin 2026 
on the right foot. Once again, we are looking forward to 
delivering high-quality language learning opportunities 
for students who are unable to access their chosen 
language through their school or other usual provider.

On behalf of the entire VSL Distance Education team, 
we wish you all the very best for upcoming celebrations 
with family and friends, and if you are so lucky, a 
wonderful summer with plenty of opportunities for both 
rest and recreation. See you in 2026!

MIKE ATKINSON, PATRICIA HERR & CLAIRE WU
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The Distance Education teaching team has certainly 
had a huge year, not only in the work we have done 
directly with the students but also designing learning 
for the years ahead. We are always looking to improve 
our course offerings, and we are well into the process 
of providing interactive courses across all languages 
and levels. While this is a lengthy undertaking, we 
are already beginning to see the value of developing 
courses that both engage our young people and instil 
them with the skills and knowledge necessary to 
achieve at their personal best in languages.

COURSE DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

We are excited to be developing new interactive 
language courses for French, Indonesian, Japanese and 
Spanish across Years 8 and 9 and, German at VCE level. 
These courses, projected to be finished by 2026, will 
include updated cultural content and a wide range of 
short, engaging activities that will help students revisit 
key ideas. This approach will strengthen their skills in 
reading, writing, listening and speaking while making 
learning more enjoyable and meaningful. 

A key feature of the new courses is the purposeful 
inclusion of goal setting and reflection tasks. These 
will be woven throughout the worksets and the oral 
lessons, giving students regular opportunities to 
think about their learning, track their progress and 
communicate what they understand to their teachers.

To support families, we are developing clearer language 
around learning expectations and assessment, 
including “I can” statements linked to the Victorian 
Curriculum. With bite-sized grammar videos and 
flexible learning pathways, our new courses will 
recognise that every child learns differently.

STRENGTHENING LEARNING THROUGH NEW 
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS

At the VSL Distance Education, we have continued 
to refine our approach to teaching, learning, and 
assessment. This semester, we introduced new 
summative assessments designed to give students 
a clear opportunity to demonstrate what they have 
learned and to support the school in strengthening a 
consistent assessment culture.

These assessments are currently in a trial phase 
and are self-administered. We warmly encourage all 
students to complete the assessment and all parents 
to support their child through the process. Every 
completed task provides valuable information that 
helps us understand student progress and refine our 
teaching practices.

DISTANCE EDUCATION

PAGE 18



JANUARY 27 Term 1 Begins  - Student Free Day

JANUARY 31 Centre Staff Professional 
Learning Day – Student Free Day

FEBRUARY 3 Distance Education 
Professional Practice Day 
and First Aid Training

FEBRUARY 7 First Day of Centre Classes 
(Saturday)

KEY DATES
TERM 1 2026

T.	 03 9474 0500  
E.	 vsl@vsl.vic.edu.au 
W.	 vsl.vic.edu.au

Head Office  
Level 6, 20 Otter Street, Collingwood  
Victoria 3066 Australia 


