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VICTORIAN SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES

WELCOME

Dear VSL Families and Staff,

As we conclude Term 3, | want to extend my best
wishes to our Year 12 students as they approach their
exams. Your commitment and effort are commendable,
and it’s not too late to make that final push to maximise
results. A big thank you to our dedicated staff and
supportive parents who have contributed throughout
the year, reminding us that effort and reward go hand
in hand.

This term, our use of Compass has continued to
deepen, with increased parent engagement in tracking
student attendance and reporting absences. Semester
1 reports were available on Compass for the first time,
and we will keep refining this process. If you haven’t
already, | encourage you to download the Compass App
to your phone for convenient access.

Our school is continuing to move forward with major
projects from the Annual Implementation Plan. Staff
across all areas are working to develop and trial new
diagnostic tools for languages as part of our ongoing
curriculum development. Work is also underway to
unpack and implement the new Victorian Teaching and
Learning Model, supporting consistency and impact

in every classroom. The development of our language
Continuum remains central, ensuring high standards
and direct teacher input into these changes.

AUSTRALIAN NETWORK OF GOVERNMENT
LANGUAGE SCHOOLS (ANGLS) CONFERENCE -
2025

This term saw VSL hosting the ANGLS conference,
with educators attending from across Australia,
including Open Access College (SA), the NSW School
of Languages, Alice Springs Languages Centre,
School of Languages (SA), Secondary College of
Languages (NSW), Darwin Languages Centre, and
Capricornia School of Distance Education (QLD).

We were honoured to welcome our school patron,
Professor Joe Lo Bianco, as keynote speaker, alongside
a presentation by School Council member Kylie Witt,
Manager of the Languages Unit. The event provided

a valuable opportunity to share our new facilities,
showcase our innovative language projects, and
strengthen national networks supporting language
education excellence.
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2026 ENROLMENT UPDATE

The re-enrolment of current students into 2026 classes
will begin in coming weeks. You will be sent an email
through Compass to advise you when your area is open
for re-enrolment. Kindly note not all areas will open

at the same time as we try to ensure that the systems
cope with the demand. Please do not forward this
message on to other families, as it may impede your
own re-enrolment. As current families have already

set up a profile in Compass the re-enrolment will be
simpler, but | urge you to read all the documentation
before beginning the re-enrolment process. As

parents of current students, you have priority over new
enrolments, however this is only for a short period of
time, and you will be provided with the deadline for re-
enrolment. Once enrolments open to the public you will
no longer have priority and in the case of high-demand
languages it is possible that the places will fill up and
your child may miss out. So please take the opportunity
provided. If you need assistance, please see your centre
supervisor or administration staff, or log a request at
enrolhelp@vsl.vic.edu.au

Thank you for your ongoing support throughout Term
3. Our collective commitment ensures every learner
thrives at VSL.

Warm regards,

JUDI BENNEY, EXECUTIVE PRINCIPAL
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VICTORIAN SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES

AREA ACTIVITIES

INDONESIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY
CELEBRATIONS AT VSL GLEN WAVERLEY
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VICTORIAN SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES

CELEBRATING FREEDOM IN UNITY -
INDIAN & KOREAN INDEPENDENCE DAY

AT VSL POINT COOK

VSL Point Cook proudly celebrated Indian and Korean
Independence Day in a vibrant display of cultural
unity. The event featured colourful performances and
music, honouring each nation’s journey to freedom
while embracing the values of respect, diversity, and
community spirit.

The celebration began with a flag-hoisting ceremony,
followed by the singing of the national anthems of
three countries. This was attended by VSL Assistant
Principal Ms Viqui Gras-Ferrer and Area Manager Ms
Zlata Matskarofski, who also met students dressed as
various freedom fighters.

The cultural program that followed included lively
performances and a colourful fancy-dress parade,
giving students the opportunity to deepen their
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understanding of the struggles faced by India and
Korea in their fight for independence. They learned that
India had endured invasions for over a thousand years,
and that countless freedom fighters had sacrificed
their lives for the nation’s freedom — a sacrifice still
honoured through large-scale celebrations around the
world. As part of the program, students dressed up as
different freedom fighters.

A heartfelt thank you to the parents for their
enthusiasm and effort in preparing the children’s
costumes. We are also grateful to Wyndham Kannada
Balaga for kindly sponsoring fruit for the students.

VANISHREE KULKARNI, KANNADA REP AT VSL POINT COOK
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VICTORIAN SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES

POEM RECITATION AND SPEECH
COMPETITION AT VSL GLEN WAVERLEY

The Glen Waverley VSL campus came alive with vibrant
celebrations of Indian Independence, highlighted by
spirited poem recitations and an engaging speech
competition organised by the Kannada Language Team.
The team expressed heartfelt gratitude to the VSL and
to the Glen Waverley staff, led by Kevin Ryan, for their
support in making the event possible.

The theme for the speech competition was “Where We
Belong”. Students shared personal stories, including
their family histories, migration journeys to Australia,
and experiences of being born and raised in places
such as New Zealand.

Parents, guests, and judges attended the event,
applauding the confidence and creativity of the young
participants.

Area Manager Kevin Ryan and Supervisor Ed Setto
commended the dedication of teachers and team

members whose efforts made the day so memorable.
They also highlighted how moving it was to hear
students fluently sing the national anthems of both
countries - a reflection of pride in heritage and
belonging. The community deeply values these
opportunities to stay connected to their roots while
embracing life abroad.

The occasion was made even more festive with
tricolour-themed sweets and fresh fruits, adding a
colourful touch to the celebrations.

Every child was recognised for their enthusiasm and
participation, receiving medals for their performances
as well as plants and fruits as special mementos,
symbolising growth and nurturing.

The day was a true reflection of community spirit,
culture, and celebration at VSL Glen Waverley.

ISSUE 03 SEPTEMBER 2025

PAGE 5



VICTORIAN SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES

JAPANESE BLENDED PROGRAM
—TANJIL SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL

Since 2021, the Japanese Blended Program has
connected students from small, rural Victorian schools
to qualified Japanese teachers through weekly Webex
lessons. For many of these schools, finding a local
language teacher is nearly impossible, so the program
has been a valuable solution.

On August 12, | had the chance to meet one of the
schools that has been part of the program since the
beginning—Tanijil South Primary School—for the first
time in person during their city experience camp in
Melbourne. Although we’ve been learning together
online since 2021, this was our first face-to-face
meeting.

We started the day at Queen Victoria Market with a
fun scavenger hunt, looking for the price of Wagyu,
counting sushi shops, and practicing Japanese
numbers and colours. These activities connected
perfectly with our current unit on food.

On the way back to the CBD, we visited an Asian
grocery store and discovered some delicious Japanese

snacks. We also stopped by the World of the Book area
at the State Library, where we spotted an old Japanese
printing machine and a display featuring Astro Boy.
Some students were even able to recognise Japanese
writing, a great moment of connection to what we’ve
been learning in class. Our day ended with a shared
lunch at the QV food court, with many choosing sushi,
of course.

Although the students were a little shy at first, they
soon became confident and curious, asking thoughtful
questions about Japan and Japanese culture. It was

a special day that helped strengthen our connection
beyond the screen. I'm proud of the students and
grateful to the teachers and principal at Tanjil South for
their ongoing support. | look forward to building even
stronger connections in the future.

MAI LOVELOCK
JAPANESE BLENDED PROGRAM
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VICTORIAN SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES

DAY OF THE ROMANIAN

LANGUAGE AT VSL SOUTH EAST

On 30 August 2025, we celebrated the Romanian
language — an ancient tongue that connects us
through tradition and culture. The junior Romanian
class met online with the children from the Sunday
School of the Saint Apostle Philip Parish in Brisbane.
Together, they recited poems, shared riddles, and
enjoyed their time together.

Both classes had the privilege of meeting online with
Laura Anigoara Mustetiu — a poet, writer, and journalist
from Sydney — who honoured us by sharing with the

o

VSL students what the Romanian language means to
her, how she continued writing across oceans, and
how her books have reached some of the world’s most
prestigious libraries.

We hope this day has sparked in our children’s hearts a
love of Romanian culture and instilled in them respect
for the language that shapes their identity. It was a
moment of learning and a tribute to the language that
unites us, even in the most distant corners of the world.

ROMANIAN FACULTY - VSL SOUTH WEST

INDONESIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY
CELEBRATIONS AT VSL GLEN WAVERLEY

On Saturday 16 August the Indonesian faculty at VSL
Glen Waverley celebrated Indonesian Independence
Day.

This year marks 80 years of Indonesia’s Independence.
Students in Years 7-9 joined in a variety of traditional
games such as the Krupuk Eating Competition,
Congklak and Balap Kelereng (Marble and Spoon
Race). We also sang the national anthem together and
watched the official flag raising ceremony clip from
2024 via the internet.

We concluded the session with the Year 10 classes
joining to enjoy a traditional Indonesian lunch together.

Sessions like this allow students to explore elements
of culture and national identity alongside language. We
look forward to this special event each year.

Indonesia! Merdeka!

CLARE BRADBURY & DEWI MULIA, INDONESIAN LANGUAGE TEACHERS YRS 7-9
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VICTORIAN SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES

PREMIER’S
VCE AWARDS

Premier’s VCE

VSL STUDENTS WIN TOP HONOURS : Awards

Congratulations to 17 of our students who have been
recognised with a Premier’s VCE Award for their
outstanding academic results in 2024.

The annual Premier’s VCE Awards recognises the
top-performing students in the state. This year, 339
students were recognised at the prestigious award
ceremony.

Victoria’s top performing VCE students received their An extended congratulations also goes to their
Premier’s VCE Awards during a special ceremony on dedicated teachers who contributed to this

the 2nd July. outstanding achievement.

The entire VSL community would like to congratulate To view the full Honour Roll and to read more about
the students on being the recipients of such a the Premier’s VCE Awards, visit: https://www.vic.gov.
prestigious award. We wish them every success. au/premiers-vce-awards-recipients

THE VSL STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED THE PREMIER’S

AWARDS ARE:

Arabic Makhoul Zaidan
Chin Hakha Biak Cin Par Kompa
Croatian Stjepan Bilic
German Fiona Finch
Hungarian Celeste Mezey
Hungarian Petra Halmai

Italian Alysa Broszczyk
Italian Ariel Kennedy
Karen Eh Bway Paw Lan
Persian Mahdis Soroush
Persian Mahdyar Sabzi Vand
Polish Filip Andreiszyn
Polish Lena Blaszkowska
Portuguese Isabella Chang Wollmann
Sinhala Nikhil Nanayakkara
Spanish Paula Cuevas Real
Vietnamese (SL) Nhi Nguyen

Top left — from left to right: Central Area Manager, Ms Vanda
Matruglio, Ms Anne Kennedy, Aerial Kennedy and Italian
teacher, Ms Barbara Vincenzi.
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VICTORIAN SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES

ANGLS ANNUAL CONFERENCE

On 18 and 19 August 2025, the VSL hosted the annual
conference of the Australian Network Government
Language Schools (ANGLS).

Interstate guests attended from the following schools:

Open Access College (SA)

School of Languages (SA)

NSW School of Languages

Secondary College of Languages (NSW)
Alice Springs Languages Centre

Darwin Languages Centre

Capricornia School of Distance Education (QLD)

We were privileged to have our school patron Professor
Joe Lo Bianco as a keynote speaker at our meeting,
who spoke about Languages education in Australia

in the rapidly changing environment we live, as well

as a presentation from Kylie Witt, Manager of the
Languages Unit in the Department of Education.

Key themes discussed at the conference included
support by delegates’ State governments for Language
education provision; discontinuation of languages,
oversight and resource sharing across jurisdictions.

VIQUI GRAS, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
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VICTORIAN SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES

PREVENTING AND
ADDRESSING RACISM
IN SCHOOLS POLICY

Since our inception in 1935, the Victorian School of
Languages (VSL) has made a significant impact on language
education in Victoria and contributed to our vibrant
multicultural community.

At the VSL, we value the diversity of culture, ethnicity, and
faith of all our students. We are proud of our diversity, and
everyone is welcome at our school. We are committed

to making sure that students from all backgrounds feel
accepted, supported and able to learn.

We teach all students according to our school values and
teach the respectful relationships framework. This includes
education around diversity and inclusion.

In June, the Minister for Education announced a new Preventing and Addressing Racism in Schools Policy for
Victorian government schools. The scope of this policy is primarily focused on the obligations of schools to provide
culturally safe learning environments for their students.

All Victorian government schools must actively prevent and respond to racism, and report incidents to the department.

WHAT TO DO IF YOUR CHILD EXPERIENCES OR WITNESSES RACISM AT THE VSL

If your child experiences or witnesses racism or religious discrimination at school, please let us know. You can tell your
child’s teacher, Supervisory staff (Child Safety Coordinator) and/or Administrative staff. Students and/or parents with
a concern or complaint can also raise them with the Area Manager. Contact information is listed on the VSL website:
https://web.vslvic.edu.au/contact/#!/locations

Report Racism hotline

If you don’t feel comfortable reporting racism to the school, or you are not happy with the school’s response, you can
report racism to:

the Department of Education’s Report Racism hotline via email report.racism@education.vic.gov.au or phone
1800 722 476 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm)

To help us make the VSL a place where everyone feels welcome, respected and supported, we encourage you to speak
to your child about the VSL’s values and school philosophy, as well as the importance of:

understanding that we celebrate diversity and multicultural inclusion
understanding the importance of everyone at school being treated with respect.

For more information, please see Racism: talking with children and teens, Raising Children Network.

We expect families to also display our school values when dealing with other members of our school community.
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VICTORIAN SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES

PARENT PAYMENT ARRANGEMENTS 2026

The Victorian School of Languages is about to open enrolments and would like to advise you of our voluntary financial
contributions for 2026. Schools provide students with free instruction to fulfil the standard curriculum requirements
and we want to assure you that all contributions are voluntary. Nonetheless, your contribution towards materials and
activities helps maintain quality language instruction. Thank you for your ongoing support. For further information on
the Department’s Parent Payments Policy please see a one-page overview overleaf.

CURRICULUM CONTRIBUTIONS - ITEMS AND ACTIVITIES THAT STUDENTS USE, OR PARTICIPATE AMOUNT

IN, TO ACCESS THE CURRICULUM

SUBJECT CONSUMABLES, CLASSROOM MATERIALS AND ACTIVITIES (F-10) $90
SUBJECT CONSUMABLES, CLASSROOM MATERIALS AND ACTIVITIES (11-12) $110
TOTAL CURRICULUM CONTRIBUTIONS (F-10) $90
TOTAL CURRICULUM CONTRIBUTIONS (11-12) $110
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS - FOR NON-CURRICULUM ITEMS AND ACTIVITIES AMOUNT
TOTAL OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS $0

EDUCATIONAL ITEMS FOR STUDENTS TO OWN

Your child’s teacher may provide you with a booklist which they recommend you purchase for your child to individually
own and use.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ITEMS AND ACTIVITIES - PROVIDED ON A USER-PAYS BASIS

At some centres, the VSL offers a range of optional items and activities that enhance or broaden the schooling
experience of students and are above and beyond what the school provides to deliver the Curriculum. Your child’s
centre will provide this advice if required.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ITEMS AND ACTIVITIES AMOUNT
TOTAL EXTRA-CURRICULAR ITEMS AND ACTIVITIES $0

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES

The VSL understands that some families may experience financial difficulty and offers a range of support options,
including payment plans.

For a confidential discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss alternative payment
arrangements, contact the Area Manager in your area.

CURRICULUM CONTRIBUTIONS (F-10) $90
CURRICULUM CONTRIBUTIONS (11-12) $110
EXTRA-CURRICULAR ITEMS AND ACTIVITIES $0
TOTAL (F-10) $90
TOTAL (11-12) $110
PAYMENT METHODS

Payments can be made through Compass during the enrolment process

REFUNDS

Parent requests for refunds are subject to the discretion of the school and made on a case-by-case basis. Refunds
will be provided where the school deems it is reasonable and fair to do so, taking into consideration whether a cost
has been incurred, the Department’s Parent Payments Policy and Guidance, Financial Help for Families Policy, and any
other relevant information.
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PARENT PAYMENTS POLICY

ONE PAGE OVERVIEW

FREE INSTRUCTION

e Schools provide students with free instruction and ensure students have free access to all
items, activities and services that are used by the school to fulfil the requirements of the
Curriculum. This includes the Victorian Curriculum F-10, the Victorian Certificate of
Education (VCE) including the VCE Vocational Major and the Victorian Pathways Certificate.

Schools may invite parents to make a financial contribution to support the school.

PARENT PAYMENT REQUESTS

Schools can request contributions from parents under three categories:

Curriculum Contributions Other Extra-Curricular Items and

. . Contributions Activities
Voluntary financial

contributions for curriculum  Voluntary financial Items and activities that

items and activities which contributions for non- enhance or broaden the

the school deems necessary  curriculum items and schooling experience of

for students to learn the activities that relate to the students and are above and

Curriculum. school’s functions and beyond what the school

objectives. provides for free to deliver

the Curriculum. These are
provided on a user-pays
basis.

e Schools may also invite parents to supply or purchase educational items to use and own
(e.g. textbooks, stationery, digital devices).

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES

e Schools put in place financial hardship arrangements to support families who cannot pay for
items or activities so that their child doesn’t miss out.

e Schools have a nominated parent payment contact person(s) that parents can have a
confidential discussion with regarding financial hardship arrangements.

SCHOOL PROCESSES
v=l R

< Schools must obtain school council approval for their parent payment arrangements and
_—

publish all requests and communications for each year level on their school website for
transparency.




K EY DAT ES SEPTEMBER 13 Centres - last session for Term 3,

TERM 3/4 2025 —

SEPTEMBER 20 Centres - last session for Term 3,

VCE
OCTOBER 11 Centres - start of Term 4
VICTORIAN SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES Head Office _ T 0394740500
Level 6,20 Otter Street, Collingwood E. vsl@vsl.vic.edu.au

Victoria 3066 Australia W. vsl.vic.edu.au



